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Perishable Specialist keeps berry imports moving

By Lora AncagRiam

e impored Bermy season
5 underway, and  Frank
Ramos, president and chief
executive officer of The Per-

ishahle Specialist Inc., used a

few choice words 1o sum up
the company’s activities.
“This is the time of vear
when people are shooting on
all cvlinders.” he wold The Pro-

Frank Ramos i Guatemala loaking at blackier
nes. (Fhotos cowtasy of The Pershabie Soecial

gy nc.l

diice Mes in early September,
Peak activity will continue
through Movember

The comipany is licensed as
a custonms hroker by the De-
partment of Homeland Secu-
rity's Customs & Border
Protection division, Psl s
headguartered in Doral, FL,
situated im the heart of Miami
Intermational Airport. As 3 re-
mote location filer, PRI clears
cArge  at
all  paorts
in the
United
Atates

Mo
Bampos's
wife, Ana,
KETVES A5
the tom-
pany’s
chief  fi-
mancial
officer,
and the
couple

Frank and Ana Ramos, owners of The Penshable Speciahst
Inc.. visited Guatemaka this past March 1o wew blackberry
aperations for their clients. The personal visits give them the
apportunity 10 kearn mone about the neads of bath mporiens
and exparens

prowides its clients with 37
vears af specialized experi-
ence. 5] works with im-
pierters that bring in product
both by air and cargo con-
tainer, The company obtains
LI5S, Department of Agricul-
ture pre-clearances for com-
mccities at the paort of origin
and tacilitates cargo release
once product has arrived on
L1L5, soil. Emphasis on pre-
clearance enables product to
micwve efficiently upon arrival,
sometimes in as little as three
1oy four howrs,

"Our mentality is 24/7.°
dr. Ramos said in an earlier
interview. “We do whatever it
takes. Owr customer is the im-
porter. We bridge the ex-
porter, importer and freight
forwarder as one team.”

PS1 also provides ils cus-
tomers with logistics services,
thus ensuring shipments ar-
rive at their final destinations
im the most cost-effective
IMANMLT.

The first shipments of Ar-
gentina blueberries arrived in
the Umnited States Sepi. 15
“Weather was a little cool, but
we didn't have amy hail-
storms,” Mr. Ramos said
“We'te expecting a great sea-
son oot of Arpentina.” Com-
ments from PSI's customers
have been upbeat when it
comes 1o blueberry quality
and volume. “When Ar-
pentina finishes, we segue to
Chile,” he added.

P2l also works with im-
porters brimging blackberries
in from Guatemala. *Right
mow, we are in peak. Cruality
i great, and volume is fantas-
tic,” Mr Ramos went on to
KaY.

Feedback from the com-

pany's customers is upheat
“They are predictimg a mini-
mum of 3 10 percent increase
for blackberries and blugher-
rieg,” he said.

A small volume of raspber-
ries is imported from Chile
“It's a small window, ™ Mr
Ramas said, “It's a premiwm
|product].”  Raspherry  im-
pirrts hegin in Decembser.

Dietall and attention to im-
porters nesds s paramount
at P8l “Service 18 the only
product we sell,” Mr. Ramos
said. "We strive o visit all
countries prior o the upcom-
img season in order 10 gain a3
better understanding of the
imporer's and exporier's
needs. [t'5 the importer’s job

to sell his product. He
shouldnt  have o worry
abut the nmportation

process. We have seen every
aspect and gamut of the
process.”

At the present time, M
Ramos said the Customs &
Border Protection division is
conducting a pilot program
using MobiKEY. The portable
identity validation device se-
curely connects users to a va-
riety of services from
Internet-enabled computers
with its LISE interface. 1Ising
MobiKEY,  inspectors  can
store information about car-
pos and clearances and trans-
mit the data remotely at
airpors and ports.

The met result, said Mr
Kamos, i that import opera-
tions from port of origin to
port of entry will be stream-
limed when the propram is
fully faunched.

*This is poing to be fanitas-
tic,” he said of the technol-
ogy's benefits to importers.



